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Abstract 


The larva of Hippotion rosetta (Swinhoe, 1892) is recorded for the first time feeding on the 
foliage of Nepenthes mirabilis, N. tenax and N. rowaniae (Nepenthaceae) in northern Cape York 
Peninsula, Queensland. 


Introduction 

Hippotion rosetta (Swinhoe, 1892) is a widespread species of hawk moth 
occurring from Pakistan, through SE Asia, to northeastern Australia (GBIF 
2013). The Atlas of Living Australia (ALA 2013) indicates eight collections 
of it from Australia, all of adults, extending as far south as Townsville, 
Queensland. Adults feed on species of Rubiaceae and Verbenaceae, including 
Lantana, Ixora and Duranta where these occur as exotic species, but there 
are no previous records of its larval host plant in Australia. 


Fig. 1. Larva of Hippotion rosetta (Swinhoe) feeding on Nepenthes tenax at Jardine 
Swamp, Cape York Peninsula (Photo: G.W Wilson). 
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Discussion ) 
During studies of Nepenthes (Nepenthaceae) in the Cape York bioregion, 
larvae of a lepidopteran (Fig. 1) were found feeding on the foliage of 
Nepenthes mirabilis, N. tenax and N. rowaniae at Jardine Swamp in northern 
Cape York Peninsula. These feeding records include all three species of 
Nepenthes now recognised from Australia (Clarke and Kruger 2005, 2006, 
Linnaeus 1753). A larva on N. tenax returned on fresh foliage to Cairns 
pupated, resulting in an adult moth identified as Hippotion rosetta (M.S. 
Moulds pers. comm.). 


This is the first record of a sphingid species using Nepenthes as a larval food 
source. Other records of lepidopteran larvae feeding on Nepenthes are of 
Autoba radda (Swinhoe) (Noctuidae) on N. rafflesiana (Robinson et al. 
2001), Virachola sp. (Lycaenidae) as seed borers of N. ampullaria in Borneo 
(Clarke 2006) and Atrophaneura polyeuctes (Doubleday) [as Parides 
polyeuctes] (Papilionidae) on an undetermined Nepenthes sp. (cited, but 
questioned, by Igarashi and Fukuda 1997); the last record is almost certainly 
an error (D.L. Hancock pers. comm.). 
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